
 
 

 
E-mails from satisfied bar and bat mitzvah customers: 
 
 
"Dear Alicia, 
You MUST give us as a reference, because we will simply burst if we don't have adequate outlets to 
spread the word about how amazing you are!  I remember the words of the first person on the reference 
list  that I called after I spoke with you initially:  she said to me "you don't know how incredibly lucky you 
are if you are able to have Alicia play at your son's bar mitzvah.  She and the musicians she brings are 
not your ordinary band--- they are, simply put , the real deal."   Now we do know how incredibly lucky we 
are---your grace and flexibility, you peerless musicianship and your ability to assemble such exceptional 
fellow musicians who are consummate in every genre--made Saturday night, in the words of all our 
guests of all ages, the best party ever!  Jake is still getting compliments from those impossible-to-please 
13-year-olds, many of whom told him they can't wait to do the hora again! We only wish the party could 
have gone on and on--then we could have ignored our guests for a while, plunked ourselves down right in 
front of the band, and soaked in the glorious klezmer/rock/jazz concert that your group treated us to!  
  
Thanks so much É for bringing such simcha to our simch a! 
  
Warmest wishes and heartfelt gratitude from the entire family-- 
Elissa, Alan, Jake, Jeremy and Maya" 
 
They were unbelievably great.  The whole thing was great.  I love Mimi and Karl.  Everyone danced and 
danced and danced - little kids, 45-year olds, grandmas and grandpas.  People couldn't get over how 
much fun they had - everyone is so used to the routine of DJ parties, candle-lightings, etc. .. 
Julia 
 
 
Dear Alicia, 
 
 Here's what Danny told me after the Bar Mitzvah:  (1)  this was the best weekend of his life.  (2)  all of his 
friends told him that this was the best Bar Mitzvah ever.  (3)  he couldn't decide whether his favorite part 
was the bottle dance or playing the violin with your band.   My mother told me that Danny's Bar MItzvah 
was the best day of her life.  (That is an exact quote).  She has barely been able to walk for years, let 
alone dance.  All of my friends told me that they were so moved by such a haimische, truly Jewish Bar 
Mitzvah. 
  
I loved your music.  I loved listening to Adrienne sing.  I loved watching 60 thirteen year olds from 
Collegiate and Brearly see how much fun the hora is.  Please let all of the band know how privileged 
Roger and I felt to have you all there, and how grateful we are for what you did. 
 
 Warmest regards,  Sandy 



More e-mails from satisfied bar and bat mitzvah customers:  
 
 
 
 
Alicia, 
  
My daughter and I couldn't agree on a DJ. I wanted something really Jewish; she and her 
friends wanted the typical DJ music that sends a lot of adults home with a headache. We 
compromised and got Alicia; plus we made short segments of dance music (Cotten-Eyed Joe, 
Macarena, etc.) that were to be played in between sets. 
  
Alicia's group was fantastic. They got people to dance -- kids, grown-ups -- and everyone in 
our pictures is smiling. So many people remarked to me that it was the best bar/bat mitzvah 
they had ever been to. My daughter said at the end that she and her friends hadn't realized 
"how much fun" klezmer music was.  We were lead in Yiddish simche dancing that wasn't hard 
to learn but was tremendously enjoyable. In truth there were a lot of details I was trying to 
keep clear in my head that day -- caterer, weather, service, etc. -- but what I remember now 
is what a great time I had dancing and how truly memorable the day was. 
 
My Jewish heart sang that day and just remembering it makes me smile 
 
Carolyn  
 
 
 
Alicia!  The band and dance leader were just beyond wonderful.  The whole day was really, really perfect 
and just what we wanted - kids were happy, grownups were happy, band was terrific, food was terrific (okay, 
I know you weren't responsible for that), and Eli was terrific.  The dance leader and the band kept everyone 
moving all afternoon; even my dad got out on the dance floor -- and he hasn't danced in 22 years.   The only 
problem was that 4:15 came too soon and they had to stop playing. 
 
We will be saving up so we can do this again in two years for Dana,  
our daughter. 
 
Julia 
 
 
 
I would be delighted to act as a reference for you. Your music and your group were the 
highlight of the bat mitzvah party. My daughter said to me at the end that she was "surprised 
the music could be so much fun."  Coming from a DJ-obsessed teen, that's quite a 
compliment. The dance leadership was a great success for the kids and the grown-ups. I had 
an absolutely wonderful time and so did all our guests.     Caroline 
 
Just wanted to thank you again.  Your music really made Abby's bat mitzvah 
celebration feel magical.           Ellen    
 
 
 
 
I just wanted to say again, how incredible you and your band were yesterday.  Everyone is talking about the 
music and how amazing it was to have a live klezmer band - such joyous and heartfelt music!  One of Ben's 
friends even told him that dancing the hora to your music was the best hora he had ever experienced -
 maybe we created some klezmer lovers like us. We can only hope!  And thank-you also for letting Ben sit in 
- it was a real highlight of the day for him - something he will always remember.  So all the best to you and 
your band - keep playing and being amazing and we'll be calling you soon to book Tali's party in 2010!  Take 
care and thanks again for being part of our day and making it one we'll always cherish.   Cat    
 
 



 
And even more e-mails from satisfied customers:  
 
Dear Alicia, 
 
Thank you so much for the remarkable addition your music made to the success of our party (B'nai Mitzvah 
Class of 2007 at North Shore Synagogue) last evening.  The joyous energy you and your gifted fellow 
musicians created was so contagious, I found that my feet took on a life of their own--impossible to keep 
still, and that's really remarkable in a new pair of shoes.  You certainly inspired my little 4 year old 
granddaughter to stay in motion well past her bedtime. 
 
Leslie was so right in convincing us that Klezmer was the way to go.  I've always enjoyed it, but now it's 
been brought to so many more people who had never been exposed to it.  All my guests commented on the 
fact that it helped make this the best Bar/Bat Mitzvah they'd ever attended. 
 
Thank you again.     
 
Beverly Levitan    (B'nai Mitzvah Class of 2007, North Shore Synagogue) 
 
Alicia, 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for making our party the success that it was.  I have always loved your 
music, but you really took my guests by surprise.  I still can't get over your stamina.  My legs are noodles 
today from dancing so much.    
 
My phone has been ringing off the hook today.  "The best party ever" was the general consensus.  I hope 
we can do it again soon.  I am thinking we could do a klezmer dance evening at the synagogue for all the 
congregants in the fall.   
 
Thanks again.     
 
Leslie 
 
 
Hello, 
I have not had a chance yet to thank you for a wonderful Kiddush  musical moment - I did not have a 
moment that day to reflect  and catch my breath...But the music was just what we all wanted - Even Sara 
said it was"cool".  It was  a real pleasure - I hope that we can work together again .   below is an e-mail from 
my uncle ..thought you would appreciate it.  
 
take care 
best regards Helene 
 
  
 Every once in a rare while comes a gathering that exudes a glow warmer than a rising ember and 
 a brightness greater than a sunny day.  Such was the Bat Mitzvah of beautiful Sarah.  How 
 serendipitous that Judy and I should be part of it.  Thank you. 
  
 The party was a hoot, and the food was nothing less than a cornucopia.  The music... ahh the 
 music...  The Klezmer band, and especially the lead violinist, was nothing less than awesome.  I 
 was mesmerized.  Great choice. 



 
 
 
 
 
E-mails from satisfied wedding customers: 
 
 
 
Hi, Alicia, 
 
We've been meaning to send you a more formal expression of our appreciation, but before too much more 
time elapses we wanted to be in contact with you to tell you how incredibly wonderful you and your band 
were at our wedding.  I had a conversation with a good friend who was a guest, and we discussed the 
amazing way in which you and your group both generated and played off the energy  of the crowd and filled 
the room with music and spirit even while not personally dominating the space.  In my personal experience, 
that's pretty remarkable. 
 
We (and from what we can tell, many others) had a fabulous time and the music and dancing were central to 
that.  Thank you for guiding us and holding our hands in advance, and our deep gratitude to you and all your 
musicians for sharing your amazing gifts with us and our beloveds in such a magical way.  Please feel free 
to use us as references, if you need any new ones. 
 
Hoping to see you in some venue soon! 
 
Best, 
 
Marc and Ayelet 
 
 
Hi Alicia! 
 
First of all, thank you SO much for an incredible day yesterday.  Your music was incredible--spirited, moving, 
varied, and full of emotion.  And Jeff and I loved your singing!  So many of our family members and friends 
have raved about your band.  We agree!  Thank you thank you thank you. 
 
 
Much love, 
Sarah and Jeff (but married now!) 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for everything Alicia!  The band was absolutely fabulous and we all had a wonderful time dancing to 
your incredible music!       Rachel    
 
 
  
                                          
 



 
 
 
Hi Alicia 
I just wanted to thank you for doing an absolutely phenomenonal job at my wedding.  The music was so 
beautiful!! Everyone came up to me to tell me it went straight to their soul.  I think it was one of the 
best horas I have ever heard.  You guys were absolutely amazing!  Thank you for making my wedding 
so special!       Naomi 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Alicia, 
  
Ernie and I have returned from our honeymoon in Costa Rica and are just getting back to reality. 
  
We were so thrilled with how the wedding turned out and a big part of it was the fabulous music you and 
your ensemble provided. So many guests commented to us on how great the band played and 
particularly on your virtuosic violin playing. You guys added an incredibly festive and special element to our 
wedding and most importantly got everybody dancing.  
  
One of my friends commented that her feet still hurt 3 days after the wedding from all the dancing she did. 
  
Please pass on our thanks to everybody in the band. 
  
All the best,    Karen 
 
 
 
 
I can't tell you how many 
people told us you guys were the best wedding band (or band period) 
they had ever heard.  We had high expectations and you blew them away. 
 
Daphna (and Mike) 
 
 
 
 
 



Alicia Svigals
www.aliciasvigals.com
{e} info@aliciasvigals.com
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*More references available upon request.
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